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Clothing, Protective Equipment and General Safety
The Evidence Academy is referred to as TEA throughout this document.
What to wear
Wear comfortable clothes that you do not mind getting messy. Legs must be fully covered, and flat, fully enclosed shoes must be worn. Long hair must be tied back, and loose sleeves or other loose clothing secured so they do not interfere with practical activities.
These expectations help participants develop good habits for laboratory and forensic investigation work.
Powders, inks, soil, plaster or other materials may mark or permanently stain clothing. Follow any specific clothing instructions in your booking information.
Lab coats and other protective clothing provide some protection but cannot guarantee that clothing or footwear will remain clean or free from stains.
Protective equipment
TEA provides any protective equipment required for the workshop activities, as identified by the activity risk assessment. This may include lab coats, eye protection, gloves, face masks, shoe covers or full coveralls.
Some items may also be worn as part of the forensic investigation experience, even when they are not required for safety. For example, full coveralls may be worn during mock crime scene investigations. Participants will be told when and how to use the equipment and must follow these instructions.
Fit and comfort
Protective clothing and equipment are available in a range of sizes. Please tell TEA before attendance about any allergies, respiratory conditions, skin sensitivities, sensory needs, accessibility requirements or other medical needs that may affect safe participation. Please also raise any concerns about the fit of protective clothing or equipment.
TEA will discuss suitable adjustments or alternatives. Where equipment is essential for safety, the activity can only proceed if suitable protection can be used safely.
Outdoor activities
Where a workshop includes outdoor activities, please dress for the weather and follow any specific clothing or footwear instructions in your booking information.
For term programmes, TEA will let participants and parents/carers know in advance when particular sessions require outdoor clothing or footwear.
Outdoor activities may be changed, moved indoors or stopped if weather or ground conditions make them unsuitable.
Food and drink
Food must not be eaten in the activity area. Water bottles must be kept in the designated space, away from workshop materials and equipment. Please let TEA know if a participant needs access to food or drink for medical or support reasons so suitable arrangements can be discussed.
Workshop materials and hygiene
Workshop materials must not be tasted, eaten, sniffed or deliberately smelled unless specifically instructed by Karina as part of a planned activity. This applies even if they contain familiar food ingredients. Materials must only be handled and used as instructed.
Participants must follow handwashing instructions after practical activities and before eating or drinking. Wearing gloves does not replace handwashing.
Phones
Phones must be kept put away during workshop activities unless permission has been given to use them.
Belongings
Please bring only what is needed for the session and avoid bringing unnecessary valuables. Keep bags, coats and other belongings in the designated area so floors and walkways remain clear.
Behaviour and safe participation
Participants are expected to treat others respectfully, follow safety instructions and use workshop materials and equipment only as directed. Participants should walk rather than run, keep workspaces tidy and tell Karina about spills, breakages or injuries to help keep everyone safe.
TEA recognises that some participants may need additional support to understand or follow expectations. If an activity becomes unsafe, it may be paused or stopped while suitable support or adjustments are considered.
Reporting concerns
Participants should tell Karina promptly if they feel unwell or uncomfortable, notice irritation, or are unsure about an activity. Spills, breakages, injuries and damaged equipment must also be reported. Participants should leave spills and broken items for Karina to deal with.
Emergency instructions
Participants and accompanying adults must follow the emergency instructions explained at the session, including any instructions to stop an activity or evacuate the room.
Contact Karina: karina@theevidenceacademy.co.uk | 0738 734 7314. Please telephone urgent messages; social media messages are not routinely monitored.
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