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Keeping children safe
The Evidence Academy is referred to as TEA throughout this document.
Our commitment
Children’s safety and welfare come first. TEA is committed to providing a safe, welcoming and respectful environment where children and young people can ask questions, express concerns and be listened to. Karina Northover, TEA’s founder and workshop facilitator, is the designated safeguarding lead.
How we help keep children safe
TEA assesses venues and activities for risks, agrees appropriate supervision and collection arrangements, and explains clear safety and behaviour expectations. Professional boundaries are maintained, and unnecessary isolated one-to-one contact with participants is avoided. Bullying, discrimination and unsafe behaviour are taken seriously and addressed promptly.
Raising a concern
Please speak to Karina if your child feels unsafe or you are worried about a child’s safety or wellbeing. You do not need to be certain that something is wrong to raise a concern. Children and young people can speak to Karina or another trusted adult.
If your concern involves Karina or TEA, or you would prefer to speak to someone else, you can contact social work or Police Scotland directly. You do not need to contact TEA first.
If a child is in immediate danger, call 999.
How TEA responds
Karina listens calmly, takes concerns seriously and records relevant information. Children and young people are not expected to prove what has happened, and TEA does not investigate allegations itself.
Concerns cannot always be kept confidential. Relevant information will be shared with social work, Police Scotland or others who need it to help protect a child. This may happen without parental consent where necessary.
Parents and carers will normally be informed about concerns involving their child, unless doing so could put someone at greater risk or interfere with a child protection investigation. TEA will seek advice from the relevant agencies where appropriate.
Communication
Outside workshops, routine communication about bookings and attendance is with parents and carers through TEA’s business contact channels. Young people contacting TEA about these matters will be directed to involve their parent or carer.
Children and young people can always raise a safety or wellbeing concern. These concerns will be taken seriously, including when raised directly with TEA.
Photographs and privacy
TEA seeks separate, optional consent before taking or using identifiable photographs or recordings for promotional purposes. We explain the intended uses, such as our website, social media or printed materials.
For participants under 16, we require permission from someone with parental responsibility or appropriate legal authority, alongside the child or young person’s agreement. Participants aged 16 will normally provide their own consent.
Any promotional use of a participant’s first name also requires separate consent. Declining consent does not affect participation, and anyone’s wish not to be photographed will be respected.
Parents and carers may photograph their own child only, ensuring other participants are not identifiable.
Further help
Immediate danger: 999. Police Scotland non-emergency: 101.
NSPCC advice for adults concerned about a child: 0808 800 5000.
Childline support for children and young people: 0800 1111.
South Lanarkshire Social Work
Office hours and emergency out-of-hours: 0303 123 1008.
North Lanarkshire Social Work
Airdrie: 01236 757000    |    Bellshill: 01698 346666
Coatbridge: 01236 622100    |    Cumbernauld: 01236 638700
Motherwell: 01698 332100    |    Wishaw: 01698 348200
Emergency Social Work, evenings and weekends: 0800 121 4114
If you are unsure which service to contact, ask social work or Police Scotland for advice. Do not delay reporting a concern because you are unsure which council is responsible. In immediate danger, call 999.
Contacting TEA
Safeguarding lead: Karina Northover
Email: karina@theevidenceacademy.co.uk
Telephone: 0738 734 7314
Please telephone for urgent concerns rather than relying on email or social media. If you cannot reach Karina, contact social work or Police Scotland directly. If a child is in immediate danger, call 999.
TEA’s Child Protection and Safeguarding Policies are available on request.
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